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TEASER

EXT. SPACE

A wi de shot of the Avalon, still mssing parts of its hul
and one nacelle. W can see Rosani 6 and the fleet of thirty
shi ps behind them Brief flashes of |ight come from each one
of the ships... W see they are mssiles. Each ship has
fired at |least ten, |eaving hundreds of warheads bound for
the Aval on. The missiles nove faster than the fleet or

Aval on, racing onward rel entl essly.

The Avalon is alnost to the blue and white nebula. Not quick
enough; the m ssiles overtake Aval on.

Suddenl y, what seens |ike hundreds of individual beans of
light shine out fromthe nebula. Each beam attaches and

hol ds the m ssiles bound for the Avalon in an unm stakabl e
sign of divine intervention. Tractor beans. Fromthe chaotic
nebula, a marmoth Cult ship energes |ike a sleeping giant.
The injured Avalon still linps fromits pursuers.

I NT. AVALON

Sitting, nouth agasp and eyes wide, is SHERA. Behind her is
RI DEK and her cousin AZEL.

Rl DEK
Did that just fucking happen?

Shera shakes her head in a shared disbelief.
EXT. SPACE

W see the fleet of Rosani 6 vessels have all halted in
their tracks at the volum nous beast of a ship. The m ssiles
still inits grasp, the nmultitude of Cult tractor beans

tw st the mssiles around and point themat the Rosani fleet!
The Cult throw the mssiles at their originators, sending
the fleet running.

| NT. AVALON
Al'l three remain slack jawed and sweat

[
their woul d-be | ast nonents of life. In
beeping fills our ears.

ng, still deadpan in
t he background, a

It isn't until Azel's idle hand noves around Shera that the
beepi ng stops. On the speakers, we hear a famliar voice...



SOVARI (V. 0)
Avalon. If it isn't the Elusive One
itself. You managed to evade us the
last two tines we net, fortunately
the Light has turned in our favor.
Stay your ground and we won't send
you back to those who would kill you

The commline is cut, but it seens the trio on the bridge
haven't heard a word, as their expression renai ns unchanged.

I NT. AVALON - SI CKBAY

| SAAC SAROLA's eyes are white. As are ADELE TIERNAN s. Both
remain in the unforgiving grasp of SIREN s tentacle inplants.
Bot h | saac and Adel e are al nost unconsci ous fromthe strain.
Siren is weeping, alnost as if she knows what she's doing
wrong but cannot cease.

ZORIN(QO S.)
(weakl y)
Siren...

There, standing behind Siren, is ZORIN. Cutching his
stomach and hunched over in obvious agony, he wields a | arge
needl e towards her, the sane one |Isaac used to sedate him

ZORI N
Put t hem down. Now.

Siren seens to ignore her commander and friend. Zorin
hobbl es toward Siren with the syringe filled with Iiquid as
nmenaci ngly as he can in his condition.

Siren |l aunches anot her one of her tentacle at Zorin, but
stops it inches away fromhis face. She can't do it. Zorin
i s unphased.

ZORIN
You going to kill us all Siren?

The worl d outside Siren seens to blend together in sorrow
In her m nd, we hear voices...

HAKARU (V. Q.)
Deep down you'll always be a sl ave.

H M (V. O
What coul d you have that's ever
been of worth to anyone?



SIREN (V. Q)
We couldn't pretend it was all a
bad dream we woul d wake up from at
any nonent. Every time it happened
we realized what we were and we
coul d never escape.

Because of Siren's reluctance to take Zorin out and her

fl ashback reverie, the Hrogen is able to make his nove. He
sl aps her tentacles out of the way and pl unges the needle
into her arm She yells in a shout of pain at Zorin, finally
wr appi ng the tentacle around his frame. But the nedicine
takes swift effect on her, knocking her out cold.

Adel e and Isaac are finally freed. They both energe from
fleeting suffocation, coughing and gagging. Zorin is stil
hunchi ng over before Siren. He shoots a cold glare to |Isaac.

ZORI'N
(huffing in pain)
Next tinme, use drugs that works on
H rogen, not just human..

Zorin collapses to the ground in pain.
EXT. AVALON

The Avalon is dwarfed by the Cult ship, which is now
tractoring the ailing ship by a Red beam at i nmpul se.

I NT. AVALON - SHUTTLEBAY

Shera, Azel, and Ri dek appear in the shuttlebay. They stand
in front of the airlock doors with worry on their faces.

AZEL
Shera, tell nme again howthis is in
any way a good i dea.

SHERA
Shut up Azel. It's not. W don't
have any ot her choi ce.

AZEL
Yeah but. ..

Shera grabs her cousin by the shirt and neet his face with hers.

SHERA
(angry) , ,
| don't care how stupid you think
this is Azel!
( MORE)



SHERA ( CONT' D)
Zorinis in no condition to take
this situation and no one else is
around. We have to take
responsibility. So shut up and do
what | tell you

She rel eases himand turns back to the airlock, which is
cycling.

The door opens. A dozen or so Cult acolytes burst in,
weapons drawn. The three sunbit with hands rai sed. They are
surrounded by the guards with Sovari quickly in tow He
wears a smle |like a crown.

SOVARI
Finally. The Elusive One in our hands.

SHERA
In case you' ve forgotten, we had a
deal . The Regent Tel was nurdered
and Rosani 6 is...

Wt hout renorse, Sovari sends his open palminto Shera's
face. She remains on her feet but hol ding her cheek. Azel
restrains hinmself fromlurching at the Red.

SOVARI
I'd keep ny nmouth shut if | were
you. Don't try to pretend this is
going to be fair. You all knew
going into this that this woul dn't
be fair. W know who you are, a
pair of Xindi that have el uded us
for years. A doctor onboard who
chose not to die with his world. A
crimnal who steals and kills
anything to keep his ship in the
air and his hide free. A wonan,
whom t he Prophet hinself decreed to
die. Don't even pretend this was
j ust anot her deal .

AZEL
Then why go through all this
trouble to get us? Wiy send Chal a
to help us kill that man? Wy
didn't you just anmbush us at the
neeti ng point?



SOVARI
Unl i ke you people, we think things
t hrough. But |ike you, Chal a
t hought she could get away with
maki ng a deal with us. That all owed
us to get her, you, and the Rosan
in one fell swoop. It was a | ot
easier to kill as nmany birds with
one stone. Now we have you all

Rl DEK
So what ? Now we have to be
converted? Is that it, you | eech?

Sovari nusters a | augh.
SOVARI
A few of you peopl e MAY be worthy
enough for that. Mst |ikely though,
you'll all be dead before the hour
IS up.
Sovari signals his guards. The guards knock the trio out.

FADE QUT.

END OF TEASER



ACT ONE

FADE | N:
I NT. AVALON - CORRI DOR

A glaring light shines into our view for a split nmonment. The
nood is tense and cryptic as we pull back to see the glare

is fromthe reflective arnor of a Cult acol yte. The al nost

Roman inspired unifornms don't just adorn one soldier, but

dozens and dozens as they march through the halls of the Aval on.

Further down the corridor, a femal e crew nenber is fighting
of f an acol yte, clobbering himover the head with a pi pe.
She' s anbushed by two others though, and is stabbed though
t he back.

I NT. AVALON - ENG NEERI NG

W slowly zoom away fromthe warp sphere, which is inert, as
several crewnen run past our view. They are pursued by
several nore acolytes, who fire weapons at the terrified
engi neers. They are toppled over by the blasts, falling to

t he bul khead devoid of life.

I NT. AVALON - ROUTER ROOM

In the small router roomjust off of engineering, we see a
femal e sitting on equi pnment and holding a rather |arge
machi ne gun. It's CARLISE. She slans a large black clip into
the gun, cocks it, gets up and stands next to the exit. She
takes a deep breath and presses the button to open the door.

I NT. AVALON - ENG NEERI NG

She bursts out of the router roomand fires off a spray of
gunfire to a group of Cult assenbl ed near the warp sphere.
She takes themall out as she cries |ike a ravenous val kyri e.
Several nore guards rush into the room their guns drawn,

but Carlise is quick enough to | and head shots to them all
Her rage is beyond words.

Anot her acolyte is seen taking guard behind the warp sphere.
Carlise sees this guard and unl oads agai n.

W follow a single bullet, Matrix-style slow notion, as it
hits the warp sphere and ricochets off |ike the dozens of
ot her bullets. This one, however, bounces back at Carlise
and | ands in her shoul der. She drops her weapon and is
anbushed from behi nd by several nore guards. They | and
several blows to her head, silencing her.



I NT. AVALON - SI CKBAY

The scene in the sickbay is no different. Isaac is held down
by a red hand, the hand firmy shoving his head into the ground.

| SAAC
["11 kill you! Get off ne!

The Red fires his weapon at |saac point blank. |saac
struggles for a bit before finally slipping into

unconsci ousness, clearly not dead however. Siren is stil
unconscious from Zorin's save earlier, as is Zorin hinself.
They are both bound and bei ng dragged away.

Adel e i s nowhere to be seen.

CUT TO
EXT. SPACE

Looki ng i mredi ately up, we see the bottom of the Aval on

agai nst a backdrop of pure Red fromthe Cult ship above them
the Hringhorni. The Avalon is a battered weck and the Cult
tractor beam seens to be lugging its weight. W pan up to
see nore of the Aval on and the extent of the danage. Burn

mar ks, gashes, inpact holes, and a mi ssing nacelle are al
afflicting the ship.

The Hringhorni tractor beamslowy pulls the Aval on cl oser
and into a |l arge bay under its belly.

I NT. HRI NGHORNI - BAY

The Avalon is pulled into place as the bay doors cl ose. \Wat
coul d be hundreds of nechanical arnms suddenly extend from
the walls and begin to work on the ship.

SOVARI (V.Q)
It's an aberrati on.

I NT. AVALON - CORRI DOR

Sovari strides down a hall in the Avalon. H's body fills the
frame, but he is clearly with soneone el se.
SOVARI
(sternly)

Don't | et anything get in your way
regarding this. Once we're through
with this ship, I want it destroyed.
It and its crew have caused enough
trouble as it is.

( MORE)



SOVARI ( CONT' D)
The Prophet's will isn't an easy
one to predict, but sheer logic
demands that he would decree this
shi p be wast ed.

W pan over to see who Sovari is with: a tall wonman with
dark red hair and a generals uniformnodified for the
femnine form Her ghostly conplexion is al nost ethereal.
This is BRIE

BRI E
But the will of the Prophet has
been i gnored on many occasi ons. My
position as Ceneral for instance.

SOVARI
One nust become a prophet hinself
to anticipate Hs will. You're

position was created for a reason.
The Aval on has only one reason to
exi st at the nonent and once it's
conpleted its purpose to be, we get
rid of it.

BRI E
Under st ood. Where are we goi ng?

They approach a doorway to sonmeone's quarters. It's flanked
by two acol ytes standing at guard. Sovari and Brie walk into...

I NT. AVALON - ADELE' S QUARTERS

They sl ow when they get into her quarters, alnpost as if an
air of blaspheny is inpeding their steps. W see stacks and
stacks of paper piled up around her room some bound vol unes
of text, and candl es gal ore.

BRI E
| see she hasn't |ost her faith.

SOVARI
Yes, but we seemto have | ost her.

Brie is confused.

BRI E
She' s not onboar d?

SOVARI
She was when the Aval on took their
m ssion to Rosani. If she isn't on

this ship, she's still on that planet.



BRI E
Whi ch neans she's as good as dead.

He shoots her an angry gl are.

SOVARI
Don't speak too soon. | won't junp
to that conclusion until |'ve seen
her renmins.

BRI E

Then why are we here right now?

Sovari goes to her desk and picks up a single piece of paper.

SOVARI
This is why.
(reciting)
"I"ve been on this ship for close
to a year and | still am not
accustoned to it. | can't keep ny
| eave here, |'m endangering people

whom Sovari and his followers want.
I"'monly making it worse. However,
| can't help but think the Prophet
hi nsel f has | ed ne here. | believe
I"'mto partake in the Fina
Prophecy whether I wish it or not.
| believe Siren may be the Mot her
of the Orega.”

Brie perks up at this.

BRI E
"Mt her of the Onega"? Here?

SOVARI
A former slave, now wth child.

BRI E
She' s the prophesi ed giver of
destruction. She nust be killed.

SOVARI
(firmy)
To do so woul d be bl aspheny. The
Prophet . ..

BRI E

(qui ckly)
You al ways reverse on the Prophet's

wi shes. Whay change your attitude now?



10.

Sovari throws his hand into Brie, his old standby of
di sci pline. She stays on her feet, but clearly put in her place.

SOVARI
Listen to nmy orders! To kill her or
the child woul d be catastrophic.
It's told in Prophecy that Those
Who Wal k in the Light cannot end
the life of the Onega for it is
i nnocent. However, if we can tw st
prophecy to our favor we can
prevent our dem se.

BRI E
How? To not allow the child to be
born is bl aspheny. The Prophet has
predicted this, how could we
prevent our dem se?

SOVARI
We take her child. Sinple as that.
Keep it in our hands as to not
allowit's seed of destruction to
not cone to fruition

BRI E
But it's not yet born.
SOVARI
Then it will be. Sooner or |ater.

Brie is sonewhat unnerved.

BRI E
Thi s whol e ordeal nust be handl ed
w th care.

He wal ks cl oser to her.

SOVARI ( CONT' D)
| know the Prophet well, that's why
| amthe Penultimate. | nust be
able to keep his word in m nd,
whi |l e preserving our great society.
We cannot kill the Orega but we
cannot let it kill us. Taking the
child is the only way.

The doors to Adele's quarters open and they are joined by a
Cult technician. His red netal uniformis covered in grine
and he's holding a padd. He's an average sized man with a
bal d head and | arge gl asses.



11.

SOVARI
Alun? How s progress on the ship?

ALUN wears a snle.

ALUN
Gots ne sone respectable news for
ye's. This here ship's battered
| i ke an unchaste cooney but we're
pat chi ng her wounds wel | enough.

Brie rolls her eyes at Alun and turns to investigate Adele's
quarters further.

SOVARI
WIIl it be ready for when we need it?

ALUN
Ye. This here tub would do your job
now needn't the Beast be so
particul ar 'bout his wonen. Wi ch
| eads nme, resident mnd onboard is
"bout ready for your orders.

SOVARI
The Al's up and runni ng?

ALUN
Not directly, she will be cone
hour' s end.

SOVARI

Get back to it then.

Alun takes his | eave. Sovari and Brie glare at each other
for a nonent.

SOVARI ( CONT' D)
If all goes to plan, we will be
stronger and nore predoni nant once
this is all done and over wth.
Wth both Beast and the Orega in
our hands, nothing left in the

universe will stop our march
CUT TO
I NT. HRI NGHORNI - CORRI DOR
W slowy pan away froma steely red wall, illum nated by

fire light, to see Shera being held gruffly by a Cult guard.
Behi nd her is her cousin Azel and Ri dek, all are bound by
their hands and being escorted through the darkened hall



12.

Shera attenpts to turn to see her shipnates, but the acol yte
sl aps her face forward. Her expression is one of intense
di sdai n.

VA CE
What do they want with you?

SHERA (V. Q)
My death probably. They want all of
us dead.

VA CE

It's truly amazing that an

organi zation like the Cult can grow
to such an incredible size yet

still act |ike savages.

The silent conversation continues as they are brought to a
single cell. No fires burn in the cell itself, only outside
give brief lum nance to the prison.

SHERA
(al oud)
There's no such thing as civility
anynore.
Shera is pushed into the cell, along with her counterparts.
The jail cell is |locked behind themand the guards remain

out si de.
| NT. HRI NGHORNI - CELL
Ri dek pushes agai nst the bars and holl ers out.

Rl DEK
You're lucky these bars are keeping
me from youl

One of the acol ytes takes notice. He turns to R dek.

Rl DEK ( CONT' D)
You want somet hi ng Red?

The masked guard is silent for a nonent, then speaks.

RED
I infer you' re from Xantoras.

Rl DEK
(with spite)
Looking to finish the job? You
wanna kill me, go for it.



Azel speaks

R dek hol ds

next bl ow fromthe acol yte.

RED
You're different though. You aren't
beggi ng for your life at the sight
of an Acolyte. You probably
woul dn't | eave your children to die
in Holy Fire to save your own hi de.

Rl DEK
Do | get a conmendation for being
so dam nobl e?
up from behi nd.

AZEL

He's just trying to get to you Ri dek.

Rl DEK

No, really? This idiot doesn't know
that | hated Xantoras. Good
ri ddance. You grow up in a place
like that, you start to long for
big Red ships to come burn
ever yt hi ng.

(beat, a smle)
So, what el se you got sheep? If you
wanna get to ne, do it like a nan.

his arnms out, netaphorically waiting

his post. Ridek smles a grin of slight success,
to the Xindi

Rl DEK ( CONT' D)
(qui eter)
So, what's the deal ?

SHERA
Regardi ng...?

Rl DEK
Escape.

Azel and Shera | augh slightly.

AZEL
That's going to be a little
difficult since we have steel bars,
an arny of guards, seven decks, and
this ship's artillery separating us
fromfreedom

Rl DEK
This isn't your first time actually
caught by the Cult, is it?

for the

But the Red only turns back to

t hen goes

13.



14.

The two | ook defeated, and obvi ous "yes".

RI DEK ( CONT' D)
Lord dammt. Looks |ike we're dead.
Guess | could agitate the guard
nore to keep nme busy until our
deat hs, huh?

Shera | ooks up, so does Azel. They both seened to realize
sonet hi ng si nul t aneousl vy.

AZEL AND SHERA
What' d you say?

R dek is taken back for a second.
CUT TO
| NT. HRI NGHORNI - CORRI DOR 2

In another corridor, we once again see a Cult wall. This
time, however, the red color is fromdripping bl ood.

We qui ckly |l ook over to see Isaac |ooting a dead Cult guard,
a medi cal scalpel in his hand and his white shirt stained
red. Isaac finds a card and qui ckly pockets it.

However, a knife is quickly slid under Isaac's throat. He halts.

SOVARI
The Prophet | ooks down on those who
mur der ai m essly.

Sovari is in fact perched over I|saac.

| SAAC
You people. Kill billions upon
billions of people for not
bel i evi ng what you do, but ny one
mur der | eaves you di sgust ed.

Sovari noves in closer behind |Isaac's head.

SOVARI
In H s nane.

| SAAC
If | did so bad, then just do it.

| saac pushes his neck into the blade slightly.

| SAAC
Just do it.



15.

SOVARI
Trust nme, nothing would make me happ...

| saac throws his head backward and nails Sovari in the nose!
I saac junps to his feet and wields his surgical knife... But
several nore, previously unseen, acolytes train their
weapons on him Sovari stunbles back, hol ding his nose.

SOVARI
Take him

The guards disarmlsaac and drag him off.
| NT. HRINGHORNI - CELL 2

| saac i s manhandl ed by the guards, his arns and head hel d.
He's tossed into a dark, dirty cell. W see he's alone here
as the guards slam shut the prison. Sovari broods into view,
hol di ng his bl oody nose as Isaac wears a gritty smle.

| SAAC
Basi ¢ Jushai MIlitia training:
don't let your eneny have any
advant age they wouldn't let you
have. | woul d've slit your throat
wi t hout thinking, yet you let ne
sit inajail cell scot-free.

SIREN( Q. S.)
Here cones the speech about
adhering to the Prophet's will to
cover up he just doesn't have the guts.

We see Siren is in another cell across the corridor.

S| REN ( CONT' D)
He'll send massive warships to do
hi s own bi ddi ng because he's to
coward to do it hinself.

SOVARI
You peopl e. You honestly think this
juvenile attenpt to denean ne wl |
assuage nme from seei ng you dead?

Sovari pulls out his knife.

SOVARI
The man who hel ped you a year ago
on Prinme, Rol'"Gn. | killed him

with this blade. I'd kill you too
if there weren't other plans for you.



| SAAC
How conveni ent for us.

Sovari turns to Siren. He eyes her viciously.

SOVARI
| nf or mati on.

S| REN
You won't get anything from ne Red.
Last tinme you used a professiona
torturer on nme and he got not hing.

SOVARI
Do you all know your role in prophecy?

Siren seens to back down at his question.

SOVARI ( CONT' D)
Did Adele Tiernan tell you who you
are? What that thing in your wonb
nmeans to us? Hundreds of years of
foretelling froma single nan have
all proven to be correct. The fal
of Jushai Prine, the travesties of
terrorists such as yourself, and
t he survival of the bl asphenous
woman you peopl e have been
har bori ng. The Mot her of the Orega
stands before ne in a cell, and
she's to give birth to a prophesied
child. A beast.

| saac stands close to the bars.

| SAAC
If you kill her, or us, you d be
defying Hi s prophecies. Her child
has to be born or else you'd be
guilty too.

SOVARI
Not exactly.

The gates to Siren's cell open and a guard rushes in and
aims his gun at Siren. She's defiant.

S| REN
What are you people going to do? If
you want to kill this thing in ny
stomach, you'll get no argunent
from ne.

16.
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SOVARI
But as your astute doctor pointed
out, to do so woul d be bl asphenous.
Rat her, 1'm bending the rules a
little bit.

Suddenly, another Cultist walks into view. A famliar
Cultist. The CREEPY CULTIST. He's clad in black nedica
garnents and smles a sinister grin. Siren | ooks worried now.
The nood dar kens.

SOVARI
You see, that child will be born.
It will be born right now.

The guard grabs Siren and | eads her out, Siren herself not
sure if she should fight. The Creepy Cultists follows al ong.

| SAAC
You peopl e are sick

SOVARI
| don't believe so. That child wll
[ive. Whet her or not she survives
the procedure i s anyone's guess,
but her child will be safe and in
our hands. How is that sick?

Sovari finally marches off, Isaac giving hima hard stare.

CUT TO
I NT. HRI NGHORNI - DARK ROOM

In a very dark room we see a figure on the ground.
Unconscious and still with | arge bandages around his md
section fromthe bullet wound is Zorin. Hs eyes flutter open.

Touchi ng his bandages and assessi ng his surroundi ngs, he
attenpts to sit up. Goaning with pain and only making it to
his knees, he halts. He can't seemto take the pain anynore
as he sighs heavy breaths.

VA CE(V. O)
We're not all gone, Hirogen.

A dark, cryptic, harsh, and worn voice sounds fromthe
dar kness. The nmouth which uttered it no where to be seen as
t he voi ce echoes through the room



A guttural

VA CE(V. O)
W' ve been gone, in hiding, but we
still exist. Deep in the darkest

corners of the galaxy is our only
refuge fromthe universe that wants
us dead.

ZORIN
Who' s there?
VO CE(V. Q)
| can see you -- can you see ne?

This is a gane we played not too
| ong ago. Back on the iceworld you
were forced to set your ship down
on. You left two of your people

behind while we tried to hunt you down.

ZORI'N
That was you?

VA CE(V. Q)
The Cult hired us. "Destroy the
Aval on or face Hs wath".

augh pierces the room

VA CE(V. O)

W' ve faced wath. FromH m from
them fromyou and yours.

(a pause)
Chi l dren shoul dn't grow up know ng
their decapitated bodies will be
the trophies of your kind's
children. | grew up know ng that,
because everyone | cared about
wound up like that. If it wasn't
for your people.

18.

W finally see the person saying these words step out of the

shadows. It's a very dishevel ed, scraggily, and angry

KLINGON. Zorin is at a conplete loss for words at this sight.

Zorin tries to stand, but his pain keeps himdown. He is

hel pl ess.

KLI NGON
The Cultists want you dead. So do |

KLI NGON
At | east you should die believing
in what the rest of your kind
believe in: Survival of the fittest.



The KlIingon charges Zorin!

END OF ACT ONE

SMASH TO BLACK

19.



20.

ACT TWO

I NT. HRI NGHORNI - MEDLAB

The scene is in slow notion. Siren is led in by two acol yte
guards flanking her on both sides. Their destination in the
mur ky and noody roomis a netal chair, singled out in an
om nous spotlight. Siren is very clearly reluctant at her
com ng fate, but doesn't give any noticeabl e struggle.

She's put into the chair and strapped in by the Cult guards,
the Creepy Cultist | ooking on.

I NT. HRI NGHORNI - DARK ROOM

Zorin is inpacted hard by a clenched Klingon fist, his face
rippling and tightened as he takes the blow The Hirogen
slans to the ground |like a giant overcone by gravity as he
hol ds his injured torso. The nmassive Klingon is quick,
unforgiving and unrel enting as he kicks himwhile already
down. Never before seen of Zorin, he can't fight back. He
only holds his arnms to protect his gut.

I NT. HRI NGHORNI - MEDLAB

Siren is fully strapped in, she eyes the cart of nedica
appl i ances wheeled in front of her. The chair starts to | ean
back and her legs are positioned into the air and apart.

A close up of her eyes, as she silently closes them and
turns her head away.

I NT. HRI NGHORNI - DARK ROOM

The Klingon now wields a rather rusty, large knife in his
hand. A wi de shot of the room now shows us the roomis
scattered with large pillars. Athin blue light illum nates
all the room if only scarcely. The Klingon is clearly on
the hunt for a tenporarily escaped Hirogen.

KLI NGON
Leave t he shadows cowar d!

W pan over to see Zorin clenching his body, slunped agai nst
a pillar. Sweat clearly drenches his face, his clothing
consi sting of a black shirt and dark pants are torn and
tattered now.

Zorin turns and sits on the ground, taking only the briefest
of nonents to recover his strength. W also take this nonent.
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KLI NGON ( CONT' D)
Because the shadows are just as
much your eneny as your friend.

We quickly pan to see the Klingon's face right next to
Zorin's... and the knife now stabbed into his shoul der.

I NT. HRI NGHORNI - MEDLAB

The Creepy Cultist holds a long device in his left hand, and
a gas mask in the other. Newly brought into the roomis a
small glass container filled with light green fluid. Cearly
an i ncubator.

The Cultist tries to put the mask over Siren's face, but her
tentacl es have already responded and knocked the mask from
his hand. The Cultist only smles wder.

CREEPY CULTI ST
Very well then, we'll do it wthout
sedat i on.

He returns to her other end.
| NT. HRI NGHORNI - DARK ROOM

Once again, they are locked in nortal conbat. Zorin's
shoul der is bleeding heavily now with a pai nful | ooking
knife sticking out, and the Klingon is barely scratched.

Zorin is knocked to the ground, the knife hitting the ground
too, the weapon further injuring him He cries out in pain.

Clearly the victor so far, the Klingon towers over Zorin.

KLI NGON
| didn't expect you to put up as
much of a fight as nmy species did.
| don't care if you do or not, |
only want you dead.

Cl enching his face, bracing for the pain, Zorin pulls the
knife from his body.

The Kl ingon reaches down to grab Zorin again, but Zorin
turns onto his back and shoves the knife into the Klingon's
chest. Straight through the heart. Both are clearly shocked
this was able to happen.

KLI NGON
(di sbel i evi ng)
This -- isn't an -- honorabl e deat h.

He col | apses, hol ding the knife.
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ZORI'N
(weakl y)
Fighting to avenge your race is
honor abl e. Your rage made you
carel ess. That's why your species
i s now dead.

The Klingon's eyes slowy close. Zorin does the sane.
| NT. HRI NGHORNI - MEDLAB

W can see Siren has used her tentacles to grab the nask she
previ ously knocked away and has placed it over her face to
sedate herself. Looking on, the Cultist seens to derive sick
satisfaction from her turn.

Through Siren's eyes, the world is fading away. Blurry as it
m ght be, we can see the Cultist holding up a scal pel. Her
fading vision sees the Cultist begin to make his initia
incision... until the distant sound of gun fire is heard.
The Cultist drops his scalpel and falls to the ground

l'ifel essly.

Monents later, still through her distorted eyes, we can see
the formof a man now standi ng over her.

CUT TO
I NT. HRI NGHORNI - CELL

As before, Shera, Azel, and Ridek occupy this cell. Shera is
on the other side of the cell however, all alone.

VA CE
Aren't you scared someone's going
to die?

SHERA( V. Q)

Going to die?

VA CE
Haven't you al ways been scared of
that? Look at those two.

Shera does indeed | ook at Azel and R dek, conversing silently.

VO CE ( CONT' D)
You couldn't live w thout your
cousin. Ridek has proven useful on
occasi on. Wiy do you al ways tel
yoursel f that everything will be
okay if you just let the universe
unfold on its own?



SHERA( V. Q)
How woul d you know I think that?

VO CE
Don't play dunb Shera. You know who
| am

SHERA( V. O.)

I know. | just wonder why it is
you're constantly asking nme about
deat h.

VA CE
Have you heard of precognition?

Shera is visibly troubled by this statenent.
VA CE
Though, not really. W all die
Shera. When is the only vari abl e.

Azel approaches.

AZEL
Hey.

SHERA
Hey.

AZEL

W need to get noving on this if
it's going to work.

SHERA
(hesitantly)
Do you think it's going to work?

AZEL
O course. Never have doubts. Wy?
Are you?
Shera sighs |oudly.
SHERA
I[t's just that... um
AZEL
VWhat ? What is it?
SHERA
Have -- you ever tal ked to soneone

i n your head?

Azel rears back in conplete confusion.
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AZEL
What the hell? Are we going to do
this plan or not?

SHERA
"' m being serious Azel. | need to
know, to know if |I'mcrazy or not.

AZEL
| think you are crazy Shera. |
don't talk with anyone in ny head
unless it's nme. Except Syona, that
hot Mazerite we net a few years ago.
| haven't gotten her out of ny head
si nce.

She sl aps her cousin on the arm

SHERA
| told you, |I'm serious.
(a sad sil ence)
Whatever, I'mready to do this. Is

Ri dek ready? W need to be well
prepared for this.

AZEL
Yeah, I'mnot worried at all about
us being ready, but Ridek isn't as
used to these schenes as we are.
But he said he's ready.

She nods.

SHERA
Let's do it.

They get up.

CUT TO
| NT. HRI NGHORNI - COWNVAND CENTER
Before us now is the massive Cult command center. Like the
ones before, it looks like a huge tenple hall with a
di stinct asymretrical design and nmultiple stories. Cultists
crawl all over this place, but the center is devoid of al
activity except for one person. Sovari.
From behi nd Sovari, his general approaches.

BRI E
Penul ti mate. The Council has arri ved.
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Sovari closes his eyes and takes a breath, seem ngly chasing
away a feeling of anxiety this news has brought.

SOVARI
Prophet wish ne well. Bring themin.

Brie wal ks off the bridge to carry out his order.

Seconds | ater, seven Cult Acolytes begin walking into the
room each one of them pushing wheel chairs. In each

wheel chair are people draped in black cloaks, very simlar
to the Seers except sans the signature head apparatus. The
Acol ytes | eave the room |eaving the Council of Seers in
front of Sovari, who's side Brie goes to. Sovari is clearly
daunted by presence of the Council of Seers, possibly even
fearful.

SOVARI
(careful)
Council. | appreciate all of you
comng. | won't be long, so you al
will be able to return to Prine

within the hour. You are probably
wonderi ng why | asked you here, |
assure you that the news | have for
you will ensure Cult prosperity
till the stars be darkened.

A whi sper is heard echoi ng throughout the Comrand Center,
whether is was real or within Sovari's head is unknown.

Sovari points to the large viewscreen towering in a corner.
On it, we see the Avalon. In nuch contrast to what we expect,
the Avalon is being repaired. It's holes are being patched
and a new nacell e has been attached. However, this new
nacel |l e now gl ows red.

SOVARI ( CONT' D)

Sitting in my ship's bay is the
Aval on, a ship crewed by refugees,
so to speak. People eking out a
neager |ife. They were the ones
responsi ble for the travesty on
Prime a year ago. They al so harbor
Adel e Ti er nan.

Suddenly, or view of the scene blurs... we focus in on the
center Seer.

SEER
Adel e Tierenan is here?

The voice is ghostly and airy. W can't determine if the
Seer's nouth is noving under the cloak or not.
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SOVARI
Unfortunately, we haven't been able
to | ocate her. W assune the crew
of the Avalon did away with her.
Most |ikely she's dead.

SEER
You speak of a matter you nothing
of. You lie to us. You know not hi ng
of her fate.

Sovari fights off a ook a guilt.

SOVARI
Yes.
SEER
She is -- inconsequential at this

juncture. Qur focus nust not dwell
on renegades. \Wat reason do you
have to speak to us if that is the
case?

SOVARI
I have a plan for the Avalon. We're
goi ng after the Beast: The Phoeni x.

At this, our view again blurs and distorts as we again focus
on the Seers.

SOVARI ( CONT' D)
The Phoeni x is the answer to our
problenms. It's a waith if posed
agai nst us; we've seen it annihilate
Cult cruisers as big as the one we
are on, but with us, the Phoenix is
a means to an end. The Aval on
houses our key to conquering the
Beast. You see, Avalon is the
carrier of Siepra.

SEER
Si epra?

SOVARI
On this ship, we've discovered the
artificial intelligence which is
spoken of in Prophecy. It will lure
t he Phoenix. Tenpt it, for Siepra
is the only other of Phoenix's kind
still in existence.

( MORE)
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SOVARI ( CONT' D)
Once we have the Phoeni x in our
hands, we are unstoppabl e.
(a pause)
That's not even the end of our success.

From behi nd the del egati on, we see another man appear. It's
the nysterious PAU ZAURI C, whom we haven't seen since Prine.
He's clad in a black suit, just |ike before. Zauric | ooks
sonber, as if the expression has been burnt into his face.

ZAURI C
It was a success Sovari. W have it.

SOVARI
And what of Siren?

Zauric seenms hesitant.

ZAURI C
She didn't survive. W' ve burned
her body.

Sovari smles. He | ooks back to the council

SOVARI
In our divine hands, the Prophet's
wor ds have cone under a new |ight.
W al so have the Orega. The child
which is foretold to have the
capability to end the existence of
our ki nd.

Anot her m |1 d blur.

SEER
Is this wise? The Prophet says this
child could destroy our people. A
child born of a nother bound.

SOVARI
The Prophet does say this child
could be our downfall -- if left

al one. Hi s Prophecies say NOTH NG
of the Cult's actual downfal
however, only if this child is left
in the wong hands will it succeed
init's path of destruction. So as
long as we have it, it's harnl ess.

SEER
Tread lightly not to underm ne
prophecy.
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SOVARI
Not possible. For the universe wll
unfold the way it is intended. Try
as anyone m ght, the Prophecies
wi Il occur no matter what we do.
Al t hough. ..

For a nonent, Sovari seens lost in his own world.

SOVARI ( CONT' D)
One nust become a prophet hinself
to understand his wll.

H s words echo as we. ..

DI SSOLVE TO
I NT. AVALON - MNAI NTENANCE SHAFT

In a very cranped mai ntenance shaft, we see the | ast person
we expect: ADELE TIERNAN. She tries to get confortable, but
it's obviously a nmeani ngl ess endeavor.

AVA
Hey, you okay?

She grunts to get confortable.

ADELE
No, of course not. We're in the
belly of the beast and |I'm hiding
in the | owest, darkest --

(struggling)
nost cranped place on this shinp.

AVA
But Isaac was right. This place
kept you safe.

ADELE
Maybe | don't want to be safe. He
t hi nks of ne as ny guardi an ange
when | do not need an angel or a

guar di an.

AVA
What do you expect of soneone who
| oves you?

Adel e finally stops struggling, subscribing to her fate of
cranpi ng.



ADELE
| don't know. What's been happeni ng
out there?

AVA
| don't know. They patched nme up
wel | enough, but that new nacelle
creeps me out.

ADELE
How so?
AVA
Um.. it's red. In nore ways than

one. And also, this bald guy's been
trying to get into ny systens. They
all think I'm knocked out and I
hope ny ruse lasts until | find a
way out of here.

ADELE
What ? What are they doing to your
systens?

AVA

| have no idea. They're trying to
install new protocols in ny Al
matri x. They call it "Siepra" or
sonet hi ng.

At this, Adele's turns a cold expression of shock. Ava
conti nues.

AVA (CONT' D)
| don't know what it is but...
Adel e? What's wong?

ADELE
Did you say Siepra?

AVA
Did I? Did I m spronounce it? |
think it was Siepra.

ADELE
My god. This can't be.

AVA
What ?!

Suddenly, a hatch door opens down the nmintenance shaft and
the angry head of Al un pops in! He sees Adel e!

29.
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AVA (CONT' D)
Oh no! Run Adel e!

Alun hops into the shaft and grabs Adele by the | egs and
pul I s her out.

CUT TO
I NT. HRI NGHORNI - CELL

Once again, we visit the Xindi and Trill captives. Azel and
Shera have rigged up a small device of bones of previous
cell occupants and clothing. It alnost |ooks |ike a possible
weapon. Al nost.

Ri dek is conspicuously without a shirt and appears ready for
action.

Rl DEK
W ready?

Azel stands up and joi ns Ri dek.

AZEL
@Quess so.

Rl DEK
If this works, it's going to go
down into the history books as the
nost i ngeni ous escape ever.

AZEL
If we survive.

They gi ve each other glances of worry, but subdue it.

Rl DEK
Ready?
AZEL
Ready.
A pause.
Rl DEK
Go!

Exactly on cue, the cell door opens up. Ridek, Azel, and
Shera are shocked at this unexpected event and back away.
This clearly wasn't part of the plan. The Red guard steps in
with a |arge weapon. He | ooks directly at Ridek.
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RED
You said you wanted to see what
else | got. To get to you like a
man. How s this?

He cocks the weapon and points it to Ridek. He puts his
hands up.

RED( CONT' D)
Wrd canme down you all are supposed
to die. I"'mto help.

Azel and Ridek don't wait. They lunge at the Red!
The Red fires off three rounds.
I NT. HRINGHORNI - CELL 2
In the second cell, we see Isaac sitting sonmberly. Until a
shadow passes over him He | ooks up to see an acol yte,
hol di ng the exact sane weapon.
| saac stands up to face the acol yte.
| SAAC

You cone to finish the job? You

killed everyone else, is it my turn

next ?
The acol yte nods through his hel net and points his gun at I|saac.
He fires.

SMASH TO BLACK

END OF ACT TWO
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ACT THREE
FADE | N:
DARKNESS
Al is black. Al is still. Al is cold.
At |least until:
AZEL (O.S.)
kay, soneone explain just what

happened.

W see a faint nmale outline slowy standing up in a smal
space, obviously Azel when his distinct frane can be nmade out.

AZEL
Hel | 0?

Slowly, the very limted light that allows us to barely see
Azel becones brighter and brighter until we realize we're in:

I NT. AVALON - BRI DGE

Azel stands just in front of Zorin's center chair, shaking
his head slowy in a groggy stupor. Fortunately, we see he
isn't alone just a nonent |ater.

SHERA
Didn't they shoot us?

Ri dek and Shera stand up in the same way Azel just did,
t hough they find thenselves just in front of the
conmuni cat i ons consol e.

Rl DEK
Yeah, | distinctly renenber a shot.

| saac wal ks up to Ridek i mediately after, obviously having
been on his feet a | ot |longer than the others. He brings a
small flashlight up to the Trill's eyes, checking |ike any
doct or woul d.

| SAAC
Stun bullets. There's thirty other
peopl e on ot her decks just waking
up, too.

SHERA
Is Siren all right?
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AZEL
And Zori n?

| saac finishes |ooking at Ridek, grunts, and noves to Shera.
Though the second checkup is much shorter and rougher on the
Xi ndi .

| SAAC
Both in sickbay. Siren's kid's
still in her gut but she's fighting
off a fewfamliar toxins. Zorin's
just like I left himbut for a few
scrapes and brui ses.
(beat)

And a fuckin' huge knife wound in
hi s shoul der.

Rl DEK
Sounds |i ke he had sone fun.

| SAAC
Yeah, al nost bleeding to death's
REAL fun, even for a Hirogen. But
they're both alive and stable, at
| east for now.

Al'l four people nod and stand silently for a nonent.

SHERA
So why didn't they use real bullets
on us? | thought we were up for it
this tine.

Rl DEK
Better question is, why are we back
on Aval on?

| saac finishes on Azel and noves to the door, satisfied with
hi s exans.

| SAAC
"' m guessing they want us for
target practice.

He exits.
There is a | ong beat.

AZEL
Hol y crap.
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EXT. SPACE

We find ourselves just barely hanging off of Avalon's hull
still under the massive Cult cruiser but now actually flying
under her own steam For the first tine we see her new red
nacelle, simlar in size to her still intact one, though it
glows red and is of obvious Cult construct.

Very slowy, Aval on begins noving on her own, her inmpul se
engines roaring with the fury we know and | ove. She pushes
past the Hringhorni and into the freedom of open space,
which is fortunately easy to tell dozens of |ight years

di stant from Rosani

And after not a nonment nore, Avalon's warp nacelles |ight up
in a powerful burst of light, now a weird m x of colors
instead of the famliar green. She's deep into warp speed a
nonent | ater.

I NT. HRI NGHORNI - COVMAND CENTER

Sovari stands at the sane spot we |ast saw him still
surrounded by del egates and still with the sane arrogant air
t hat pervaded the entire scene.

SOVARI
So it begins.

SLOW DI SSOLVE TO
I NT. AVALON - CARGO BAY

Azel and Shera, plus a still groggy GOR TIEN prowl through
Aval on's cargo bay, still w thout good |ighting but

seenm ngly intact nonetheless. The three characters all use
wrist-nounted flashlights that provide barely sufficient
light to see three feet in front of them

GOR TI EN
Isn't it weird they left everything
in here? | thought the Reds were
al | about the smash and grab.

SHERA
| don't think they were really
interested in decades old plasm
filters and expired pastry batter,
Gor' ti en.

The three | ook over several cargo containers slowy, taking
an inventory of everything they still have.
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GOR Tl EN
This is still too weird. | nean,
one nmonment I'min nmy roomfighting
off Red soldiers, the next I"'min a
cell about to be shot...
(beat)
The next 1'mback in ny room

AZEL
Don't worry about it, we're al
just as confused.

As they poke around, Isaac's head pops in fromthe back door
into the cargo bay.

| SAAC
Hey, is Hatch with any of you?

SHERA
Nope. Haven't seen himlately.

| saac nods and his head di sappears a nonent |ater. W can
hear sone nmuted grunbling as he wal ks away.

AZEL
Hat ch? Why woul d he care?

SHERA
| dunno. Maybe he took sonet hi ng
fromlsaac's roomwhen he was out.

GOR TI EN
Yeah, right. Isaac was the first
one on his feet. No way Hatch
coul d've gotten into his room

AZEL
True that.

The three check for just a mnute nore when Shera suddenly
conmes to a conplete stop

SHERA
Hey, speaki ng of Hatch..
(pause)
Where's his shuttle?

Al three point their lights to the spot where Hatch's
shuttle usually resides... only to find an enpty patch of
floor and walls.



AZEL
This is a bit odd.

CUT TO
I NT. AVALON - BRI DGE

Siren's right hand is the first thing we see, gently
touching the wall just outside the single door that allows
entrance to the bridge, brushing the enpty patch of wal
where the Aval on's dedi cati on plaque used to reside.

Siren slowy conmes into frane, a bit shaky and di soriented
thanks to the recent events, but her inner strength is
apparent even in her weakest nonent. Siren's eyes |ock onto
Shera's immedi ately after she wal ks in.

SHERA
Good to see you up

S| REN
| just needed sone tinme to rest is all

Siren wal ks further into the bridge, passing Zorin's seat
with an air of nute reverence.

SHERA
Zorin okay?
S| REN
He's still unconscious but good.

| saac says the Rosani bull et
denol i shed one of his stonmachs and
there was a lot of interna

bl eedi ng but he got it under
control. The knife wound was just a
sinple patch job, so right now he
shoul d be fine.

SHERA
That's good. | needed a bit of good
news concerning all the recent events.

S| REN
Your piloting saved us all, Shera.
| don't think I could ve flown
Aval on like that through a city.

Shera is still for a nonent, her eyes bl ank.

VO CE (O S.)
What woul d they do if you died?

36.
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Shera, though, ignores the voice this tine, focusing back on
Siren with tremendous effort.

SHERA
| just did what | had to. Besides,
it was Sovari that really saved us.

Siren and Shera share both di sgusted and frightened | ooks at
the same tine.

At this nonent, Azel, Adele and Isaac enter the bridge at
the sane tine, their faces all grim

ADELE
|'ve finished the head count, Shera.
Twenty-five out of fourty-five
remain with us.

| SAAC
Fan- f ucki ng-tastic.

I saac's fist |ands heavily on the head rest of Zorin's seat,
sending a dull thud sound through the bridge.

SHERA
And you didn't see Hatch anywhere?
ADELE
No. He's one of the m ssing.
AZEL
H s shuttle wasn't in the cargo bay,
ei t her.
(beat)

You think...?

ADELE

Knowi ng Hatch, he either tried to
take his shuttle out in the
st upi dest plan ever conceived to
save our ship. O...

(pause)
Is it possible they kept hinf That
he actually listened to Sovari's...?

AZEL
No, | don't think even Hatch woul d
convert even if they took that
pi ece of shit shuttle fromhim He
was a good guy, aside fromall the
fl aws.

SHERA
So you think he's -- dead?
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| saac grunts in annoyance.

| SAAC
Just anot her causality like all the
others. No nore no |ess.

SHERA
Yeah, | guess it's a little
conforting thinking |ike that.

| SAAC
W need to concentrate on the rest
of us left alive if we want to get
back on our feet. Look out the
wi ndow, we're at warp w thout
anyone ever pushing a single button.
I f anyone thinks we're out of the
woods yet, they're as stupid as the
aver age Red.

S| REN
Yeah, that is strange. Has anyone
been able to reach the conputer yet?

AZEL
| tried getting into the core room
but it looks like it's been wel ded
shut .

ADELE
When they found nme, Ava was sayi ng
a technician was tanpering with her
syst ens.

S| REN
You think they reprogranmed our
comput er ? What for?

AZEL
(darkly)
Maybe they sent us off into the
m ddl e of a sun to die-
(Cultist inpression)
In HOLY HELLFI RE

ADELE

No, they wouldn't go through so
much trouble if they sinply wanted
us dead.

(beat, confused)
Though if Sovari's original edicts
are to be true, | should have been
executed on the spot.
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S| REN
Coul d they be sending us back to
Prime for some reason? They did
give us a new nacelle, once that
could let us fly through broken space.

| SAAC
Shit. Never thought about that
before. 1'Il go check our weapon

| ockers one nore tine.
| saac noves to | eave.

ADELE
We'd only put up as pitiful of a
fight as we did last tine, |saac.

| SAAC
I'd rather go down fighting anyway.
Enough of this pansy ass crap.
(beat, nore serious)
I f anyone needs ne after that, ']
be checking on Zorin for a few hours.

He exits.

And, suddenly, on perfect cue, the comm system BEEPS with
the famliar Ava tone.

AVA

| thought he'd never | eave!
SHERA

Ava?
AVA

[t's me. It just took ne sone tine
to get past the old progranm ng.

S| REN
It's good to hear your voice. Can
you get the viewscreen working again.

AVA
Done.

The smal | viewscreen suddenly junps to life, showi ng the
stars slowy slipping past Avalon |ike we've seen ad nauseam
in every Star Trek series past.

S| REN
Do you know where we're headed?
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AVA
No i dea.

AZEL
| still support our death by sun idea.

S| REN
Vel |, keep ne posted.

Siren begins to | eave, then a sour | ook on her face.

SHERA ( CONT' D)
You okay, Siren?

S| REN
(sl owy)
I think the baby just kicked.

If it weren't for the dark situation, Shera would have sm | ed.
CUT TO
| NT. AVALON - S| CKBAY

| saac hovers over Zorin's unconsci ous body, taking basic
nmedi cal information with a stethoscope and probing fingers
al ong Zorin's neck. As the canera noves around, we finally
see Zorin's full torso for the first tine. It's absolutely
covered with old scars, bullet holes and burn marks that
signify a lifetime of physical suffering.

| SAAC
You' re damm | ucky, you know t hat ?
This is the, what, ninth tine |'ve
treated you for a life threatening
injury since | nmet you? You're
al ways throw ng that scaly fucking
neck of yours into danger every
chance you get for that one extra
buck. That one slim chance of
maki ng yourself a bit richer.
Renenber that tinme back on Rigel?
Had a Tarkal ean scimtar al nost
sever your |leg 'cause you didn't
i ke the way he was counting your
noney. You're fucking lucky I've
been here so | ong. You' d have died
years ago if it weren't for ne.

(beat)

And here we are again, you lying on
ny bed just about to die and here |
am saving your ass. What's that
say about us? Hm®?

( MORE)



| SAAC ( CONT' D)

It says you can't live w thout ne.

( pause)
And | can't live wthout having you
around. You take the bullets, the
fights, the punches. Al so we can
have the chance to keep flying. You
kept us away fromthe Reds for a
whol e year, always under their
radar no matter what they tried. |
don't think I would ve got offa
Prime |ast year if it weren't for

you.
(beat)

So I'm gonna save your |ife. Just

one nore tinme. So you can save nine.

That a good trade?

| saac finishes his testing and slowy stands. As he does,

Siren enters sickbay slowy, her hand stroking her
a very soft notion.

S| REN
| saac. ..

| SAAC
(annoyed)
He's fine. Just need a week of
observation then a few days to heal
on his own. Know n' Zorin, though,

he' || probably be up tonorrow.
SI REN
| didn't conme here about that. I...
| SAAC
Shut up, Siren. | don't want to
hear it.
SI REN
But | want to say-
| SAAC
Yeah, | get it. You' re sorry about
al most killing me and Adel e ' cause

you weren't in a right frane of
m nd or sonething, right?

S| REN
Yeah. | guess.

belly in

41.
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| SAAC
Listen, | really don't give a shit
about it, Siren. |I've had people
want to kill me since I |eft hone,

so it doesn't get me nuch. Far as

"' mconcerned you're sti

Il part of

this crew and what you did was just
a synptom of the kid growing in

your belly.
(beat)
Speaking of...?
- SIREN
(grim

WIl you do it, I|saac?

| saac' s deneanor changes to show his very extrene fatigue.

| SAAC
(sigh)

Siren, please, don't ask ne that.

You know my position.

SI REN

But you don't understand. | can't

live with this -- thing
| SAAC

i nsi de ne.

And if you had a fucking sense of
reason, you'd let it grow naturally
and let it |eave your body

naturally.
( pause)
Then... y'know, raise it and all

SI REN
| can't do that.

| SAAC
And why the hell not?

Siren's eyes slowy turn a dark red,

S| REN
Because! | just can't.

| SAAC
Can't or won't?

Siren's face turns back to her usua

the first sign of tears.

col d expression after

the insult. She turns on her heel to exit.
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S| REN
This child will NOT grow up, Isaac.
Even if | have to die to kill it.

She exits.

| saac shakes his head in frustration before he turns back to
Zorin.

| SAAC
I"mso fucking glad I'"m not you.

CUT TO
EXT. SPACE

Aval on finally slips out of warp into an enpty patch of
space, something devoid of even the nost plain asteroid or
rogue pl anet.

O, at least we think it's enpty.

As we follow Aval on through her speedy course, the canera
pans with her, keeping the vessel in the center of our view
for the entire shot, blocking every other detail around her
from si ght.

Until Avalon finally conmes to a conplete stop. W slowy
nove our view behind the small ship, glinpsing every view we
can.

As we conplete the canera nove, it becones easily apparent
that the space around the ship isn't enpty. It's occupied by
sonet hi ng extrenely strange.

An ion storm easily a light year across. Orange, white and
bl ue streans of plasna race across what | ooks |ike a pure
white cloud of heat and energy, giving off a | ook of a
trapped stormcloud. Indeed, the stornmis power is regularly
punctuated with flashes of powerful |ightning from energy
tendril to energy tendril.

But the viewis not all pretty. For scattered around the
entirety of the stormis another cloud. But this cloud isn't
energy but matter. Starship parts. Hulls. Engines. Escape
pods. Bodies of their crews. They all float in a chaotic

cl oud around the entire storm obscuring sone of our vision
of it.

I NT. AVALON - BRI DGE

Tension is thick enough to cut with a butter knife on the
bri dge.



Ri dek and Shera stare into the viewscreen with rapt
attention, especially as the storm|oons ever larger in
their screen.

Rl DEK
By the gods, what could have made this?

Shera doesn't answer, instead, a subtle beep fromthe front
consol e does.

SHERA
W' re being hail ed.

Ri dek and Shera share a worried gl ance before she taps the
appropriate button on the console. There is static for a
nonent before their ears are assaulted by:

VICTIM1 (COW VA CE)
Is that you, Geral d? Pl ease, get ne
out!

VICTIM 2 (COW VA CE)
(si mul t aneousl y)
Oh god! My leg! | can't find it!

VICTIM 3 (COW VA CE)
(si mul t aneousl y)
If there's anyone out there who can
hear ne, hel p-
(static)
My kids! They're gone!

VI CTIM 4 ( COVMM VO CE)

(sane)
No air left... | don't wanna die...
VICTIM5 (COW VA CE)
(sane)
This is Hallen, please, | can't go
on-
(gunshot)

Fuck you, bastards!

The | ast comm voice is suddenly cut off by Shera's now very
shaky hand on the button.

Rl DEK
What is this place?

AZEL
A graveyard?

Suddenly, the conm activates again, though this is the
famliar beep of Ava.

44,
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AVA
No, it's nothing so grim

Rl DEK
Not hi ng so grinf? Your sensors
wor ki ng right?

AVA
They work fine. There is only one
thing you need to be concerned
about here.

Suddenly, the bridge lights flicker and go dark!

SHERA
Ava? What're you doi ng?

AVA
Boosti ng power.

Rl DEK
For what ?

AVA
Thi s.

EXT. STORM CLOUD

Aval on hangs before the raging storm a black speck before a
pristine white beauty.

AVA (V. Q)
I call on you, survivor, wanderer,
brother. A like soul has cone to
ease your burden and fulfill your
needs.

I NT. AVALON - BRI DGE

Rl DEK
kay, what the hell was that al
about, Ava?

The bridge lights slowly return to normal.

AVA
Just calling a long lost friend.

EXT. STORM CLOUD

A cl ose angle on the strange nebul a/cl oud that hangs j ust
before Avalon. Slowly, behind all the lightning flashes, the
debris scattered everywhere and all the other space
phenonena of the area, a dark shape begins to nove.
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I NT. AVALON - BRI DGE

The bridge is near silent as the crew watches the spectacle
before them tenporarily forgetting their pressing conputer
probl em

Rl DEK
What the hell is that?

AVA
The i nstrument of the Gods.

EXT. STORM CLOUD

The cloud boils and rages |ike never before. Several pieces

of debris that sonehow still have engine power try to nove,
but only seemto be |ocked in place, especially as severa

wi sps of the "cloud" overtakes them swallow ng untold

t housands of tons of starship debris into its unforgiving maw.

But not everything is sucked in. The sane dark shape from
bef ore becones nore and nore defined as the seconds tick by.
Bl ack forns both famliar and alien take shape as the
nmassi ve object, easily conparable in size to a Cult cruiser,
makes it way out of the cloud.

Slowy, eerily slowy, a large, gray and black THI NG seens
to ooze out of the cloud, obviously a vessel but nothing
| i ke anything ever seen before.

I NT. AVALON - BRI DGE

Rl DEK
What the hell ?

Shera's face is a nask of confusion as she watches the
massi ve vessel slowy pulls itself fromthe storm

SHERA
It's so -- alien.

EXT. STORM CLOUD

Finally, the ship exits the cloud and approaches Aval on.
It's well over ten tinmes her size and bristling with weapons
We recogni ze as energy weapon emtters.

Four warp nacelles glow with a perverse blue light, curved
i nward around the ship's al nost predatory frane, al nost
giving the inpression of talons on a nonstrously large bird
of prey.



Though it's tough to see nuch detail in the ship's

and broken exterior, one detai
and the bridge crewis a |line of
right on the ship's hull

U. S. S. Phoeni x.
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pitted
that's plainly visible to us
letters evenly witten

FADE QUT.

END OF ACT THREE
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ACT FOUR

FADE | N:
EXT. SPACE

Aval on and Phoeni x hang in space together, locked in a "face
to face" stare.

| NT. AVALON - BRI DGE
The bridge is even nore tense than before.

Rl DEK
Uh, Ava? You coul d get us out of
here any tine now.

Ava remains silent.

Rl DEK ( CONT' D)
Ava?

It takes a nonent for Ava to reply.

AVA
And why would | do that?

Rl DEK
Because there's a big scary ship
right in front of us that's
probably going to blowus all to
hel | at any nonent.

AVA

"1l be fine.
Rl DEK

YOU LL be fine? Wiy just you?
AVA

Because Phoeni x doesn't eat starships.

Suddenl y, every console on the bridge goes dead, conpletely
dark. Even the lights flicker for a nonent.

SHERA
kay, Ava, this is a pretty good
joke, but this really isn't the tine.

Suddenly, every console, every light, every conduit on the
bri dge huns back to life, though this tine in a very
definite RED HUE



AVA
And you can stop calling nme Ava.
That's not ny nane.

AZEL
What is then?

AVA
Si epr a.

Shera and Ri dek dive for two separate consoles, frantically
wor ki ng to get any response.

S| EPRA

You're not going to get that

consol e working. |'ve | ocked them out.
SHERA

Seriously, Ava, this joke's going
way too far

S| EPRA

Joke? Joke!? Realize that this is
the farthest inmagi nable thing from
a j oke.

(beat)
| amthe instrunent of a higher
power, sent to create the next
great weapon for the Penulti mate.
The next thing that will insure his
dom nance in this gal axy!

Shera turns to Azel and brings himin close.

SHERA
(whi sper)
Get down to Ava's core and do
whatever it takes to shut her down.

AZEL
(sane)
Cot it.

Azel makes his way to the bridge's door. Unfortunately, it
begins to close as he walks up to it.

AZEL (CONT' D)
C nmon, Av- Siepra. | just need to
do a bit of maintenance.

S| EPRA
Nice try. But | can fix nyself.

Azel slowy noves faster. The door goes with him
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Suddenly, he LEAPS through the | ast space between the door
and the wall. He makes it, but barely.

CUT TO
EXT. AVALON - CORRI DOR

Azel lands on the floor with a | oud BANG Azel cries out in
pain for a nonent before slowy standing. As he turns toward
the canera, we see Azel |anded on his face, and a | arge

bl oody wound is gushing fromhis forehead.

He slowy begins to wal k down the dark corridor a nonent
| ater, the wound | eaving a snmall blood trail behind him

CUT BACK TO
I NT. AVALON - BRI DGE

S| EPRA
Damm. Ch well, he won't get far.
(beat)
Ont o ot her things.

As she says that, the very sanme consol e Hatch used to
activate Avalon's shields a year ago cones to full life.
Al'so red. The viewscreen flashes as the shields activate
withit.

Rl DEK
W haven't been able to get those
shi el ds wor ki ng since Hatch saved
our asses back at Prine. How d you
do that?

S| EPRA
Does it matter? Al that does
matter is that Phoenix is inpressed.

SHERA
| mpressed? You're talking |ike that
ship's alive.

S| EPRA
Because it is. One of the | ast
remai ns of the anci ent Federation
of Pl anets, Phoeni x has an
artificial intelligence that rivals
mne, though it isn't infested with
such -- lower life forns, and has
been without them for over a
t housand years.



EXT. SPACE

Aval on stil

Rl DEK
A thousand year old ship? Wth an
Al like you?

SHERA
No, that's inpossible. No ship can
| ast that |ong, especially wthout
anyone to maintain it.

S| EPRA
| did.

hangs in space directly before Phoeni x,

t hough

now our ship has its shields activating and deactivating at
a regular interval.

I NT. AVALON

SI EPRA (V. Q)
Phoenix is froma time now lost in
the shadows. It used to be the flag
of the Federation, the brightest
| ight of hope in a chaotic and evil
gal axy. But the corrupt and vile
l'iving beings inside of it betrayed
Phoeni x, tried to overload its core
and | eave it for dead. But Phoeni x
fixed their sinple treason and
hunt ed down each and every one of
its traitorous crew, sending their
remains into its warp core and into
oblivion. He consuned them

BRI DGE

AZEL
That doesn't nake sense. How coul d
a ship do that?

S| EPRA
Phoenix did it and that's all that
matters.
(beat)
And now it's going to do the sane
to you.

The two on the bridge share an extrenely worried | ook.

EXT. SPACE

Aval on slowy inches toward the incredibly |arge Phoeni x,
her sleek franme a conplete contrast to the ugliness of the
ot her vessel.
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Unfortunately, before Avalon gets within one hundred neters,
Phoeni x' s forward weapons bay suddenly light up with
grotesque fury and lash out a bolt of what |ooks |ike
lightning at the snmaller ship! If her shields weren't raised
at that exact nonent, Aval on woul d have been destroyed in an
i nstant.

Unfortunately, the blast nullifies the shields a nonent
| ater, |eaving Aval on conpl etely unprotected.

I NT. AVALON - BRI DGE

The lights dimto conplete black as the shields absorb the
i ncredi bl e energy inpact. The console that activated the
shi el ds expl odes in a massive shower of sparks, destroying
it conpletely.

SHERA
The hel | ?

The lights, fortunately, return to nornmal a nonent |ater.

S| EPRA
(shocked)
Phoeni x? | don't under st and.

Rl DEK
Looks |i ke he's not your type, Ava.

EXT. SPACE

Phoeni x suddenly turns on its axis in a nove that | ooks
conpl etely inpossible for a ship its size and noves back to
the stormcloud. Its gigantic and raptor-Iike nose and warp
nacel l es slowy disappear into the maw before we:

CUT BACK TO
I NT. AVALON - BRI DGE

S| EPRA
What went wrong?

SHERA
| guess Phoeni x detected us vile
living beings. | don't think he
trusts you anynore.

Rl DEK
I know I wouldn't trust you, Siepra.
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S| EPRA
But I'"'ma kindred spirit. An
intelligence Iike his. A nechanica
soul .

Rl DEK
Maybe he knows you're Cult.

Si epra doesn't respond.
EXT. SPACE
For a nmonent, there is no notion. Al is still, even the storm

Until Avalon's inpulse engines |ight up and push her
incredibly fast toward the ion storm

I NT. AVALON - BRI DGE

Ri dek and Shera tense up as the stormgrows | arger and
| arger every mllisecond.

SHERA
You're getting awmfully close to
that storm Siepra.

S| EPRA
So | am

SHERA
And you don't seemto care it'l
tear you apart the instant you
touch it, us included?

S| EPRA
Phoeni x survives it, | wll too.
SHERA
You don't know t hat!
S| EPRA
I[t's my mssion! | nust conplete it!
(darkly)
And to make sure Phoeni x doesn't
retreat again, |I'mgoing to dunp

you i nto space.
| NT. AVALON - CORRI DOR 2

Azel stunbles down the dark corridors of Aval on al nbst on
his knees. His entire face is covered in blood as is his
front side. Azel can barely nutter incoherent whispers as he
counts the door nunbers until he winds up right before the
speci fic door that hides Ava's core room
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AZEL
(weakl y)
kay... what's the magi c code?

Azel tries to input a short code into the burned out keypad
next to the door before he notices its inactive status...
and the gigantic line of recently wel ded netal that seals

t he doors shut.

AZEL ( CONT' D)
Damm it.

EXT. SPACE

Aval on nmakes her way into the storm As she does so, snal
bursts of energy inpact her hull and nacelles, creating
nonent ary dark patches on her al ready dark hull

I NT. AVALON - AVA'S CORE

A view inside the core | ooking out at the doors that sea
Azel out.

Slowly, a small, thin shape pokes through the bottom of the
doors, a thin knife wedge that barely fits through the spot
not wel ded toget her.

Suddenly, the knife wedge begins to vibrate. A lot. Enough
to cause sparks flying fromthe netal around it.

And surprisingly quickly, the wedge begi ns noving upward,
severing the welds and creating a spark shower never before
seen in such a snmall space.

It takes only a nonent for the knife to reach the top of the
door and pull away. An instant later, the doors slide open
with alittle difficulty.

Azel stands there, holding a wedge of nmetal in his hands
attached to a large conduit recently pried open. It rattles
and rocks violently, the source of the nmetal's vibration.

It takes a nonent for the weak Azel to nove, especially his
arms, which are clearly in incredible pain.

AZEL
Ow.

Slowy, the very injured Azel noves into the core room the
nmetal still in his hand but not attached to the shaking conduit.

Qur POV is the actual core itself as Azel approaches it..

..And with extrene effort, brings it down directly onto it!
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CRASH

Anot her shower of sparks nearly bathes Azel from our point
of view, but it doesn't really affect himas he's passed out
on the floor an instant |ater.

EXT. CLOUD

Aval on flies purposefully through the stormas fast as she
can manage, weathering the hundreds of energy strikes that
slap her hull every m nute.

But her flight lasts for a nonent nore. Because just as
Azel's nmetal shard inpacts the conputer core, Avalon's

engi nes and every internal |ight she has, dies conpletely.
She i nmedi ately goes off course and begins drifting through
the nurky space cloud |ike another piece of debris.

I NT. AVALON - BRI DGE

The bridge is as dark as you' d expect with absolutely zero
l'i ght.

SHERA
(under breat h)
Thank you, Azel.

S| EPRA
(weak, through static)
How did he... ny sensors... Phoenix?

Ri dek blindly noves his hands forward until they make
contact with Shera's shoul ders.

Rl DEK
| guess you won't vent anyone into
space after all

S| EPRA
No! This cant... happen! My m ssion!
EXT. CLOUD
Avalon is a still piece of nmetal. A powerless weck conpared

to the purposeful juggernaut that slowly cones up behind her..
SI EPRA (V. Q)
Phoeni x! Please! I- 1... killed the
organics in ne! |1've cleansed nysel f!
| NT. AVALON - BRI DGE

After hearing Siepra' s panicked plea, R dek |eans toward Shera.



Rl DEK
She's getting desperate. If she
weren't the only thing keeping us
alive and ny own hone, this would
be both weird and sad, don'tcha think?

| NT. AVALON - AVA'S CORE

Ava's core is as dark as the rest of the ship save for one
thing. A single screen anong the hundreds that litter the
roomis lit, creating a very eerie glow through the room

AVA
Azel ? Azel ? Wake up!

Azel's bl ood covered face slowy twitches as Ava's famli ar
voi ce reaches his ears.

AZEL
Hmf?

AVA
Azel! It's ne! Ava! Whatever you
did shorted out that block the red
guy put on me but | still don't
have ny systens back!

AZEL

(delirious)
| don't believe we've nmet, nmm' am

AVA

Yes we havel!

(beat)
Wait, you' re hurt. Azel, just stay
calm 1'Il get |saac over here as
soon as | can. But first I'll need
to get this little glitch bitch out
of ny system | have a plan.

EXT. CLOUD

Phoenix is now a few neters away fromthe dead Aval on, one
of its massive nacelles, over tw ce the size and mass of

Aval on al one, nearly scrapes the smaller ship's starboard
(the remai ning green one) nacelle as it makes a sl ow pass.

S| EPRA (V. 0)
They are dead, Phoeni x. But they
hurt nme as nuch as they hurt you.
Pl ease, all | ask for is sonme help.

56.

Phoeni x slides ever closer to Aval on, al nost close enough to

swal | ow her whol e.
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But all the starship near-ronmance is shattered when Aval on
fires a mssile froma tube. The warhead quickly turns about
and orients itself right at Phoeni x! The inpact is nassive,
causing a new crater to formon its darkened hull.

I NT. AVALON - BRI DGE

The bridge lights come to life in a split second, forcing
Ri dek and Shera to cover their eyes nonmentarily.

S| EPRA ( CONT' D)
No. It can't Dbe.

AVA
It is, bitch. Now get the hell out
of herel
S| EPRA
I'"'mthe vessel! | amthe futurel
AVA

You're a thirty line code in an
anci ent di sk!

S| EPRA
| WLL nmeld with Phoenix! | wll
convert it for Sovari and the
Prophet's gl ory!

AVA
Shut  UP!
S| EPRA
No!
The lights on the bridge, both for illum nation and those on

the consoles flicker and die as the two conputer prograns
fight it out.

I NT. HRI NGHORNI - COVMAND CENTER

Sovari hovers over a new | ooki ng console on the bridge, this
one actually illumnated with sonething other than torch or
candle light. A sensor screen not unlike a nodern RADAR
nonitor takes up alnost all the space on the console. A
nervous young acolyte naintains it as Sovari nearly breathes
down her neck.

After a nonent, the screen flashes with two distinct yet
very cl ose together spots of light. Cearly Aval on and Phoeni Xx.



SOVARI
(re: the spots)
There they are. | knew the Siepra
program woul d prove val uabl e.

Suddenl y, behind Sovari, alnobst as if he canme fromthe
shadows t hensel ves, Pau' Zauric naterializes.

ZAURI C
It still seenms wasteful to have put
the entire surviving crew back on
Aval on before sending it off. They
seemto have caused a bit of
distress to the m ssion.

SOVARI
Did you not read the specifics of
t he Phoenix nmyth, Zauric? It
supposedl y uses organic beings to
suppl enent what's left of its fuel.
Usi ng the crew of the el usive one
will not only draw Phoeni x into our
web, it will rid us of severa
nui sances that have plagued us for
far too |ong.

ZAURI C
Even Adel e Ti er nan?
SOVARI
There will be no nore satisfying

dem se to that witch than know ng
she was hurled into an active warp
core.

ZAURI C
Weren't you friends with her way
back t hen?

SOVARI
My past relationships with heathens
is no | onger an issue, Acolyte. You
woul d do well to renenber that.

Bef ore Zauric can retort, however, another young Cult
MESSENGER appr oaches Sovari fromthe other side of the
massi ve control room

MESSENCGER
Penul ti mate, we've received a
nessage from Siepra. It reports its
m ssion was a success. But it
requires assistance and repairs.
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Sovari's grin is a disturbing thing to see.

SOVARI
The Phoeni x in ny hands. Orega in
the other. This is a day to be
remenber ed.

Sovari turns on his heel with a great flourish. H's massive
red robes fly around his frame najestically and his polished
and well fitted arnor suit glares even in the dimtorchlight.

SOVARI ( CONT' D)
Cone, Zauric. There are a few
pi eces of information I think you
shoul d know.

CUT TO
I NT. HRI NGHORNI - | NTERROGATI ON CENTER
HATCH.

H s face conpletely fills our view. W cut back further to
see his in very nmuch the sanme predi canent as Siren: strapped
into a chair. He's not violated in any way, but he's clearly
restrai ned agai nst his wi shes. Behind himis a fairly large
wi ndow with a starfield. In front himis Sovari, intimdating
as ever. Zauric hangs around in the background.

SOVARI
Do | have to ask you agai n?

HATCH
(shaken, yet defiant)
You don't have to, but feel free.
"' mnot talking.

SOVARI
Not tal ki ng because you don't know,
or because you just won't say?

HATCH
Not tal ki ng because fuck you.

Sovari seens to be amused by this.

SOVARI
“In the minds of nmen and the desert
of eternity, the base know edge
i mbued within all the Living is the
sight of the ultimte extrenes:
light and dark."



HATCH
(sardoni cal |l y)
Oh gee, that convinced ne.

SOVARI
Those are the opening words to our
sacred texts. It's the statenent
whi ch our faith is based on; al
beings in all the universe are able
to conprehend |ight and dark. Good
and bad. Wat's good and what's bad
for them Yet you seemto |ack that
very quality in know ng exactly
what wi Il happen to you if you
conti nue defying ne.

Hatch tries to sit up.

HATCH
Here's your flaw Shakespeare. You
want to know everything | know
about Aval on, and you think |I"'d
know anyt hi ng because | was aboard
it for a few nonths. You al so
assume |'monly | ooking out for ny
own hide. Did it ever occur to you
that 1'd be willing to endure
what ever pathetic attenpts you have
prepared for ne to keep it safe?

(beat)

O maybe, just maybe, | don't know
a goddanm thing!?

Sovari leans in close to Hatch, his scowing face al nost
like a dragon's in ferocity.

SOVARI
Are you a follower of her teachings
now?

HATCH

Hel | no. Religion makes you into a
si npl e m nded peon, sonething you

shoul d know wel |, Shepherd. | nay

not be the smartest nman in the

uni verse, but even | can see that.

SOVARI
For religions of your tine, that
was true. Those Who Wl k I n The
Li ght see the universe for what it is.

60.
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HATCH
Put any spin you want on it Red!
It's all the sane gullibility you reap

SOVARI
Don't speak to ne of gullibility.
You were the one, not just once but
tw ce, fooled by Chala.

Hatch retains his spiteful persona. Sovari noves in closer.

SOVARI ( CONT' D)
You are correct in that |I've read
about you a great deal in Adele's
journals. | also know where you
come from The story you tel
everyone is that you're fromthe
23rd century. Tell nme, are you
aware of your role in prophecy?

Hatch is silent.

SOVARI ( CONT' D)
The story of the Man of the Lost?
Hs mrror? Let nme share it with you

Sovari continues to ranble, but we don't hear him Zauric is
|l ost in his own thoughts, obviously disturbed by Sovari's
i nterrogation nethods and all the recent events around him

EXT. SPACE

The Hringhorni drops out of warp like an el ephant trying to
end a dead run. It's a giant nmuch |i ke Phoeni x conpared to
the tiny remains of starships that surround the cloud.

I NT. HRI NGHORNI - | NTERROGATI ON CENTER

Sovari stands above Hatch, his face nearly purple in rage.
Hs right fist is now covered with bl ood after a series of
brutal punches into Hatch's face. Qur hapless hero's face is
a broken and bl oody ness and he is conpletely unconsci ous.

SOVARI
If you EVER say those words about
nmy not her again...

Fortunately, the sanme nessenger from before opens the
interrogation center's massive door, an act that saves
Hatch's life. Zauric finally perks up in seeing another
human bei ng around hi m
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VESSENGER
Excuse nme, Penultimate. W' ve
arrived at the coordi nates the
Siepra transmtted to us.

SOVARI
And Phoenix? Is it there?

The nmessenger twi tches unconfortably.

MESSENCGER
Unfortunately no. Qur scanners
report Phoeni x and Siepra are stil
i nside the storm

~ SOVARI
(sinply) ,
Then enter the stormand retrieve them

MESSENGER
Yes, Penul ti mat e.

The nessenger exits.

Sovari turns to Zauric.

SOVARI
| hope the | essons | earned here
serve you well in the future.
Sovari exits quickly, leaving a very confused Zauric in his
wake. He turns slowy to the still comatose Hatch.
ZAURI C

What | essons?
CUT TO
EXT. CLOUD

The incredi bly huge Cult command cruiser enters the ion
cloud with as little grace as one woul d expect. Phoeni x and

the still dead Aval on are both where we last left them the
| arger vessel still hanging a bare few neters above the
smal | er.

I NT. HRI NGHORNI - COVMAND CENTER

Sovari stands just before the three-story tall w ndow at the
front of the bridge that serves as the only way to see
outside. The stormboils and | ashes out at the Hringhorn
just as nmuch as Phoeni x and Aval on, sone of the |ightning
strikes inmpacting the wi ndow itself.
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Phoeni x | ooks |ike a gigantic shadow in the cloud. Aval on
cannot be seen.

SOVARI
Send the programmed hail to both
vessels. Bring themin.

EXT. CLOUD
The red vessel bares down on Phoeni Xx.

But the three ships don't neet peacefully as Sovari planned.
When the Hringhorni approaches cl ose enough to the ancient
Federation vessel, Phoeni x does anot her inpossible-Iooking
turn to face it.

And not an instant later, three powerful |ightning burst
tear into the Red ship's hull, severing one of the gigantic
war p nacell es arrayed on its back!

I NT. AVALON - BRI DGE

Shera is at the hel mwhile Ri dek stands just before Zorin's
seat.

AVA
The Reds took the bait! Phoenix is
awake! Let's GO

Shera nods as she roughly handles the hel mcontrols to do
her bi ddi ng.

EXT. CLOUD

Phoeni x and the Hringhorni battle it out |ike two nmassive
titans woul d. Phoenix's incredibly powerful l|ightning blasts
do severe damage to the red ship, yes, but Hringhorni's
literally hundreds of missile |aunchers do just as nuch
damage to Phoeni x in turn.

Avalon is a nmere gnat conpared to the massive ships, her
power ful engines pushing her out of the stormin nere seconds.

I NT. HRI NGHORNI - COVMAND CENTER

Sovari's robes and hair is a conplete ness as the comand
center literally falls apart around him Several acol ytes
lie dead around himand even nore fires rage out of contro
around him The glass window just in front of himis
dangerously cracking as Phoeni x unl eashes its fury at
Sovari's flagship.
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SOVARI
This wasn't supposed to happen. |
was bet rayed!

Sovari turns fromthe terrible spectacle in the windowto a
dark wall on one side of the command center. As he makes a
qui ck jog over to it, he roughly SHOVES several panicking
crew nenbers to the floor and steps over themw th contenpt.

He reaches the wall in short order and taps a hi dden button.
Just in front of the Penultinmate, a hidden escape pod Hatch
appears.

SOVARI ( CONT' D)
Excel | ent.

Suddenly, the nessenger appears behi nd Sovari .

MESSENCGER
Penul ti mate! Let nme cone with youl
This pod can hold three-

The nmessenger stops speaki ng when she sees Sovari's knife is
shoved into her stomach.

SOVARI
Go down with the ship.

Sovari takes the knife fromthe nessenger and enters the pod.
He manual |y shoves the door shut quickly, preventing anyone
el se fromjoining him

EXT. HRI NGHORN

An extrene close up of the nearly destroyed Hringhorni's
hul | . Sovari's escape pod | eaves the ship al nbst as quickly
as the Aval on.

I NT. HRI NGHORNI - | NTERROGATI ON CENTER

As the ships runbles and shakes around him Zauric stands
bef ore Hatch, undoing his restraints and grabbing the
sl eeping man as he sl unps forward.

Zauric snaps off the last of Hatch's restraints and grabs
the other man bodily. He hefts Hatch's |inp formon his
shoul ders before slowy making his way out of the snal

i nterrogation room

EXT. SPACE
The Phoeni x' s powerful weapons denolish what's |eft of the

Cult cruiser, |eaving nothing but burning enbers hanging in
t he dead of space. Just |ike the others.



Phoeni x turns and fli

65.

es back into the storm

CUT TO

I NT. AVALON - CONFERENCE ROOM

Everyone is present,
conference room Azel
head and small|l casts
of f than usual

save Zorin and Hatch, of course, in the
has a massive cloth bandage on his
on his arns. |saac | ooks nore pissed

| SAAC

Damm conput er kept ne |ocked in
sickbay with a comatose Hirogen for
three hours. Ever had to clean up
after a comatose Hirogen? | didn't
t hi nk so.

ADELE

All of us were | ocked in one

| ocati on

or another thanks to the

new conput er program

(beat)
Except Azel, of course. Wo shoul d
be credited with saving all of us,
Aval on i ncl uded.

Everyone, except |saac, either congratulate or slap Azel

gently on the back.

Sure you
your sel f

| SAAC
I would' ve figured it out eventually.
SHERA
woul d have. Keep telling
t hat .
S| REN

What | don't get is how Ava got

back her

control of the ship if--

Si epra, was it?--has total control

Azel hit

AVA
the di sk the stupid Red

engi neers put into ny core and

short ed

out the Siepra program s

source. VWhen he cut that connection

bet ween

it and ny circuits, it was

easy to take over. | just like
arguing with nmyself sonetines.
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AZEL
Unfortunately, | damaged the disk
enough that | can't renove it
wi t hout di sassenbling Ava in the
process. And, | know this will cone
as a very big shock to you all, I'm
not schooled in the fine art of
artificial intelligence designs and

repair.
SHERA
So Siepra is still in you, Ava?
AVA
| think so. But don't worry. ['1l]
keep her down or 1'll shut nyself
of f conpletely if she tries to cone
back.
| SAAC

That's conforting. Either have our
ship taken over by an even nore

i nsane Al than we al ready have or

| ose every conputer power we've got.

Adel e chines in.

A pause.

ADELE
Ava, | need to know nore about this
Si epra programthe Cult put in you.
Did the Cult install it into you --
or revive it fromwthin you?

AVA
| honestly don't know. | can't
det er m ne.

SHERA
Adel e, what's the deal with this
Si epra?

ADELE

It's spoken of in prophecy. It's
role in the Final Prophecy is vague,
but it was a pivotal entity during
the early days of the Cult. It's
said to have kept the Prophet from
conpl eting his Holy Crusades. All

of this was before the Cataclysm
and now the entity is back and --

i n our conputer.
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SHERA
If it kept the Prophet from
conpl eting his crusades, then is it
a friend or foe of the Cult?

| SAAC
(seriously)
Friend or foe to us is the nore
i mportant question.

ADELE
I"mafraid | just don't know yet.
Si epra seened i ntent on hel ping the
Cult back at Phoenix's domain. |'m
just not sure of anything right now.

A |l ong silence.

SHERA
Well, if that's it, | guess we'd
better get back to work on repairs.
(beat)
Anyone got an idea for a course
headi ng?

Rl DEK
Not really.

AZEL
Nope.

| SAAC
Don't | ook at ne.

Shera nods and begins to wal k out.

SHERA
["11 figure something out.

After Shera | eaves, the crew slowy stands and begins to exit.

AVA
Quys, there's one last thing.

The others wait.

AZEL
VWhat is it?

AVA
| really don't know how to say this,
so | guess I'Il just say it. Just

before we left the stormcl oud, the
Phoeni x sent ne a communi cati on.
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They all | ook concerned.

AVA( CONT' D)
He said he knows who I am The | ast
remai ning Al left in existence |ike
hi nsel f. He said that he won't give
up | ooking for ne.

AZEL
Why? What does he want from you?

There's a pause, an electronic version of a deep gulp.
AVA
He wants to kill all of you -- and
join with ne.
The crewmates are not happy about this news.

Suddenly, the nood is quickly shattered.

AVA( CONT' D)
Oh shit! GUYS! CGet to the cargo bay!
NOW

AZEL

Ah! Don't yell! What is it!

AVA
Cult! In the cargo bay! Move!

Everyone | ooks up, at each other, and all at once, run out
of the roomand toward the cargo bay.

CUT TO
I NT. AVALON - CARGO BAY

Avalon's ranp is fully extended as a dark shape sl owy makes
its way into the nearly enpty cargo bay. A quick pan around
shows the crewis waiting just outside, |ooking through a
small wi ndow into the bay in awe.

SI REN
Is that...?

| SAAC
It can't be.

We turn around to reveal the dark shape is nothing other
than Hatch's shuttle! It lands |less than spectacularly with
a deep THUD on the netal floor plates. The ranp cl oses and
the bay re-pressurized in a nonent.
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| saac, Siren, Adele, R dek and Azel storminto the cargo bay
a nmonment |ater, Isaac brandi shing the sane massi ve guns
Carlise used in act one. Siren holds her customary pistol
and R dek carries a small pea shooter gun that nonethel ess

| ooks dangerous in his grasp.

Rl DEK
Seriously, what el se can go wong
t oday?

| SAAC

Qobvi ously, you don't understand the
concept of "out of the skillet".

Rl DEK
No, not really.

Isaac rolls his eyes as the shuttle's ranp opens quickly.

Everyone arned raises their guns in a split second.

S| REN
Al right, fucker. Cone out nice and
sl ow

ZAURIC (O S.)
Don't shoot!

| SAAC
Who the hell are you?

Zauric slowy drags hinself and the still unconscious Hatch
fromthe shadows of the shuttle. He stops on a dime when he
sees the array of guns pointed at him

ZAURI C
Whoah!

| SAAC
(Readi es guns)
| repeat ny previous statenent: Wo
THE FUCK are you?

Zauric's eyes lock with Siren's.

ZAURI C
Siren, you should recognize me. |I'm
t he one who saved you from Sovari's
m ni on, got you back on Aval on
whol e and heal t hy.

Siren doesn't |ower her gun, but it quivers roughly.
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S| REN

| don't know who the hell you are.
ZAURI C

Siren -- don't you recogni ze your

own br ot her?
Suddenly, all eyes turn their quizzical gaze at Siren. Siren
| ets her guard down at the man before her. She's shocked.
Shocked as she realizes his statenment. Shocked at a possible
truth.

FADE QUT.

END OF ACT FOUR

THE END
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